
LEINSTER SQUARE GARDENS ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017 MINUTES 

Monday 20th November 2018 at 8.00 p.m. 
Cote Brasserie Basement, Westbourne Grove, W2 

ATTENDEES 
Committee: 
Claire Tallis – Chair    49 Hereford Road 
Andrew Fettis – Secretary   27 Leinster Square, Flat C 
Julie Drake – Treasurer   32 Leinster Square, Flat F 
Jane Baker     27 Leinster Square, Flat F 
Harvey Langston-Jones   28 Leinster Square, Flat B 
Paul Gardiner    45-47 Leinster Square, Flat 16 
Haseeb Usmani    48 Leinster Square, Flat 1 
Alice Schaffer    28 Leinster Square, Flat A 
Tessa Kerwood    3 Leinster Square, Flat 1 

Members: 
Jalna Blake      1 Leinster Square, Basement Flat 
Tom Ossier      4-5 Leinster Square, Flat B 
Deborah Ainger    63-63 Leinster Square, Flat 3 
Susannah Mackay-James    52/53 Leinster Square, Flat 4 

Keyholders: 

APOLOGIES 
Heather, David and Rose Stevens  7 Leinster Square 
Becki Haskins    35c Leinster Square 
Julie & Tony Brennan   35 Leinster Square, Flat D 
Ben Wilson     63/4 Leinster Square, Flat 5 
Michaela Von Britzke   28 Leinster Square, Flat  

SELF INTRODUCTIONS 



Each person present introduced themselves, giving their address, and noting any 
involvement in the committee, these were as listed in the attendees section of the 
minutes. 
1.1 Voting Rights 
The Chair reminded everyone that only members who were fully paid up with their 
garden rates for 2017-2018 were eligible to vote. 

1.2 Minutes of the Previous AGM held on 20th Nov 2018 and Matters Arising 
Minutes were agreed, and there were no matters arising. 

2.1 Report of the Chair 

2.1.1 Claire Welcomed everyone, and thanked attendees on what was a really 
miserable day. She hoped everyone agreed it had been a good year for the garden. 

She thanked “One Two Three” and David Ashton for garden maintenance and 
improvements. In particular the Eastern Bed has been transformed. She commented 
that Harvey and Tessa continue to liaise with the David and the combination has felt 
very successful. 

Julie Drake the treasurer will give a full report, but generally Claire thought the 
finances were in a comfortable position, with a sinking fund having been built up. She 
informed the room that subscriptions will once again be frozen. 

She thanked Jane Baker for all her hard work chasing everyone to pay up. (The room 
gave applause) 

Claire then moved onto the locking system for the garden gates, and that many have 
noticed it does not work effectively, so the committee was looking into changing the 
system to one that will be more robust. She said she would update members when she 
could, after receiving and reviewing quotes for other systems. 

Shakesphere in the Square has once again asked to host a show in the Garden with As 
You Like It. Previous shows have been very successful with audiences and critics 
alike. Claire announced this years date for the show, Wednesday 19th June, and 
members would be offered tickets in advance of the general public. 

She finished by thanking all the committee for all their hard work over the year. 

3.1 Report of the Treasurer 

Julie Drake gave the AGM the following information about the financial position of 
the Garden 

3.1.1 



The Garden is run by LSGL.   
LSGL has an income from annual subscriptions and occasional payments for use of the 
garden for an event.   
LSGL in a usual year would pay the gardening fees as well as specialist expenses such as tree 
surgeons and Insurance.  LSGL is a limited company and has its accounts prepared by Tuite 
Tang Wong.  The accounts for the year 2017 ending 31st December show an Income of 
£50,558 and Expenditure £30,421.  

There was cash of £65,362.86 in the current account and £42,000 in deposit account at 31st 
December 2017. The deposit total was £30K for the sink fund and £12K held of key deposits. 

There were no extraordinary payments on top of the largest expenditure of garden 
maintenance, which was £26,174.60. Although Barry Bros lock repairs for the entry system 
were £2,184 and this year to date £600. 

The accounts for 2017 are available to see on the website, or I have copies here. 

The Annual subscriptions that are the income are paid mainly in April, May and June with a 
few slow payers thereafter. 

The income for this year 2018 to date is £49,000. 
The income for occasional events was £2,450.00 
The expenditure to date is £ 32,968 

As mentioned earlier the committee is building up a sinking fund for future garden 
maintenance. We are continuing to build up the sinking fund each year. At present it is 
£57,000. £45K sinking fund for unexpected expenditure and 12K for key deposts. 

We propose to maintain the current garden rate at £175. 

4. 1 Report of the Secretary 

4.1.1 Membership 

As of this AGM we have  

155 Members up 4 from 151 last year.  
40 Off Square Members, same as last year. 

This is currently the limit we have set.  

4.1.2 New Members from Completed Developments 
7-12 Leinster Sq was completed, but seems to have made little impact. In fact I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen anyone coming or going. 

And the development along the north side continues. 13-19 Leinster Sq 

4.1.3 On Going Issues 



Whiteleys have changed their transport plan, and now hopefully no trucks are going 
to go past the garden as the main transport plan. However one of the alternative plans 
uses Hereford road. This is in the case of road works/ accidents block their primary 2 
routes. 

Thank to Jane 

4.1.4 Insurance 

Once again we continued with two insurance policies, one for 5Million and another to 
top up to 10 million. 

4.1.5 Rough Sleepers 

Continue to be a problem, but some help is at hand with a private security firm now 
patrolling on the north side of the square, who’s main task is to prevent people 
collecting on the steps, but who’s presence has deter rough sleepers. 

4.1.6 Parties 
Almadena has been looking after parties in the garden this year. 

25 party applications 
4 cancelled 
21 actually happened. 
Up from 19 last year. 

We’re now asking bigger parties to remove their own rubbish, rather than stack it up 
around the bins. 
 
4.1.7 Overall Governance.  

Despite reminding those having parties not to play amplified music, and to obey the 
bye laws, we had our share of rule breakers. 

We’ve banned bouncy castle’s /inflatable structures and structures following much 
publicized deaths. 

Also to keep us in line with the other parks and public spaces in London we’ve also 
now prohibited drones.  

 
4.1.8 Fountains 

Estimates for a new fountain were obtained for around £10K plus running costs and 
maintenance  



5.1 Garden Report 

5.1.1 Harvey gave a report of the horticulture going on in the garden over the year. 

There are issues with the weeping ashes, the East side ash had a branch fall off, and 
Arborist Keith Mc Gregor has been booked to come and inspect. Meanwhile the tree 
is cordoned off for safety. 

Tim George has done the Massaria disease Test on the main trees and it was negative. 

The East Bed is being developed further, since the wild flowers already planted there 
are not colourful enough. 

The ferns from the West side have been moved to the East and replaced with dogweed 

There was a late frost and it killed off the 200 bulbs planted, so more bulbs have been 
ordered. 

There is a large shipment of organic manure ordered for March. 

Finally that there had been a break in to one of the sheds and so new locks were being 
ordered. 

5.1.2 Questions from the Floor 

Alice Schaffer Pointed out that the North bed is filling out again after the gardens 
redevelopment. 
Susannah Mackay-James Commented that Rhododendron was going through 
eh bay tree and smothering it. Harvey Commented that they would try and trim 
it back. 
Deborah Ainger Mentioned that moss was becoming abundant on the pathways 
throughout the garden. Harvey said that the cause of this was that the garden 
now had an irrigation system and so the extra moisture was encouraging moss. 
Several commented that they quite liked the moss, including Paul, Claire and 
Suzanne 

6.1  Appointment of the Accountants. 
Secretary Andrew informed the meeting that the current accounts of Tuite Tang and 
Wong seemed to be still be suitable as the accountants for the company. 
A vote by show of hands agreed to reinstate them for a further year. 

7.1    Election of Hon Officers and Committee Members  
for the Period from the Close of Business of the AGM 2018 thru to the AGM 2019 



The following officers were put up for election and uncontested. Following a vote 
they were confirmed for another year. 
Chair –Claire Tallis 
Secretary -Andrew Fettis 
Treasurer- Julie Drake 
The following garden members offered themselves up for election to the committee as 
ordinary members. 
Harvey Langston-Jones 
Tom Pemberton 
Haseeb Usmani 
Tessa Kerwood 
Alice Scaffer 
Michaela Von Britze 
And co-opted to the Committee 
Almudena Sevilla Sanz, to deal with Party bookings 

8.   AOB 
8.1 SHAKESPEARE 
A vote was taken on whether the garden should host another Shakespeare in the 
Square show in June 2019 and this was carried unanimously  

8.2 GATE SECURITY 
Discussion regarding replacement to the existing entry fob system 
Deborah Ainger asked if the present system could be modified to make the 
garden more secure. There was a quick discussion over security, and the 
general consensus was to replace the existing lock system with something 
better. 

8.3 FOUNTAINS 
Mr Usmani once again asked about a  fountain in the garden. 
Paul Gardiner suggested the idea of installing a circular bird bath/ fountain around 
the central tree. The committee agreed to look into it. 

8.4 OPEN DAY 
Alice Scaffer told the AGM that during this years Open garden Square weekend, over 
100 visitors came to the garden, and unless there were any objections we would apply 
again to be part of this event, there were no objections in the room. 

8.5 PARTIES 
Almadena was once again co-opted as party co-ordinator, everyone voted 
unanimously   

9. Date of Next AGM 
This was TBA, but agreed that a November date was preferable than one in the 
middle of summer. 


